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Commandery Leadership 


A reference to attendance records cards of 
the recent 146th Annual Conclave, and a can 
parison of these attendance figures with 
net membership gains or losses established 
by the 51 Commanderies in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, is significant. 

Bight Cameanderies had no representative,= 
officer, Past Commander or proxy, = at the 
146th Annual Conclave. Of these eight, 

six were Commanderies which showed a net 


pesberenty loss last yeart They were 
Holy Sepulchre, Connecticut Valley, Woon= 
socket, Godfrey DeBouillon, Northampton 
and Cambridge. 

Of the nine Commanderies which sent but 
gone loné representative, six showed a net 
membership loss last year. They were 
Springfield, Bethany, Joseph Warren, Athol, 
Cyprus and St. Paul. 

It is at the Annual Conclave each October 
that complete records are made by the 
retiring Camander, officers are elected 
for the current year, a budget is adopted, 
and plans are formulated for the canin, 
twelve months under the newly elected 
Grand Commander, We count on the offi- 
cers and Past Commanders of each consti-« 
tuent Commandery for inspired and effect- 
ive leadership. Cooperation between of= 
ficers and Sir Knights is essential for a 
successful year, end for sustained growths | 
But the Commander is the quarterback who 
calls the plays; he is the pilot at the 
rudder; he is the leader to show the waye 
Illness or business reasons may have pre= 
vented your personal attendance at the An- 
nual Conclave of October 1949. But your 


‘\Cqaumander Wilson. 
‘Gardiner Wilson, Jre, ReBeGsCe, was Wore 


Grand Commander 


rt 
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Grand Commander earnestly pleads for mil- 
itant, aggressive and active leadership 
of your local unit of Crusading Knights 
in Templary's 1960 Battle of the Bulge} 


Robert Gardiner Wilsm, Jre 
Grand Commander. 


Testimonial Dinner to- Sir Knight 
Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr., Right Emin= 
ent Grand Commander, was held in the 
Dorothy Quincy Suite of the new John Hen- 
cook Building Wednesday evening, Nove 2, . 
1949. 550 Sir Knights and ladies were 
served a Tenderloin of Beef dinner by 
Seiler at 6230 PM. Following a present- 
ation to the RE. Grand Commander by En- 
inent Commander Herman C. McStay of Boston 
Commandery, and a most colorful address by 
the Grand Commander, adjoyrnment was made 
to John Hancock Hall where Boston Cam= 
mandery staged their 6th énnual Theatre 
Party. 1200 people witnessed Denman 
Thampson's 4eact play, "The Old Hanestead,” 
by the nationally In on/ Swanzey N.H. 
players, with their own band and male 
quartet. Grand Commandery line of ficers 
were presented to tle audience by Grand 
Sir Knight Robert 


shipful Master of Joseph Webb Lodge of 
Boston in 1927; Ex High Priest St.Paul's 
Chapter in 1933; Thrice Illustrious Master 
Boston Council in 1928; Em. Commander 
Boston Commandery KeT. 1939 & 1940;(if 

ie had in this state a Masonic organiza- 
tion which is in existence in many other 
states, known as the "York Cross of 
Honor," he would certainly be entitled 
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to high honors in that body); Ill. Poten- | 
tate Aleppo Temple Shrine 1940-41-42-43; 
Imp. Asstt Rabban, Shrine of North America} 
1949: ho was knighted in Boston Canmandery | 
“une 19, 1918; appointed Warder of Boston | 
Commandery by his father Sir Knight Rob- 
ers G. Wilson, Sr., who was Eminent Com- ! 
mander in 1931; Commander of Boston Com= 
mandery 1939 & 1940; appointed Warder of 
she 8th Division of the Grand Commandery 
by Grand Canmander Arlan M. Spencer in 
1941 and elected and installed Right En- 
inent Grand Commander October 26, 1949, 
Among the guests were the MW. Grand 
Master of Masons in Mass., Roger Keith; 
the M.E.PeGwM. of the Grand Encempment 
KT. of the U.S.Ae, Harry G. Pollard; 
Illustrious Frank Bs Ells, Potentate of 
Aleppo Temple Shrine; Illustrious George 
E. Stringfellow of New Jersey, Imperial 
Outer Guard of the Shrine of North Ame 
erica; and Illustrious Claude M. Allen, 
33° Deputy for Mass.in the Scottish Rites 


At the recent Triennial Conclave of the 
Grand Encempnent in San Francisco, one 
of the Grand Commenderies proposed cre~ 
ating honorary titles of "Knight Come 
mander of the Temple" and "Grand Cross 
of the Temple," «= these to be awarded 
to Sir Knights who render outstanding 
Service to Templary. The awards 
would not be available to any one priv- 
ileged to wear the Templar cross; this 
matter is in the hands of the Juris- 
prudence Committee to report at the 
next Triennial Conclave in 1952. 


GLEANINGS FRQ1 THE NOVEMBER COMMANDERY 
NOTICES: 


St. Johns 2 
“From the Camander” is an inspiring 


message to his Sir Knights, 

Boston #2 
Recounts the Testimonial Dinner to the 
ReE.GeC. Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jre 


Newburyport #3 
Announces their Children's Christmas 


Party Decanber 17the 


Worcester County #8 
Were the gwsts of the Council on 
November 9th to witness "The House of 


Magic," an actual exhibition of elec« 
tronio science, 
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DeMolay #7 
j; Prints the names 4 "DeMolay Boosters," 


those who sponsor petitions for the Orders. 


Holy Sepulchre #8 
Sponsoring a Turkey Whist in Hutchison 


Hall December 9the 4s 
Pilgrim 
Children's Christmas Party scheduled for 
December 23rd = a Past Commanders! Night 
is listed for March 22ndo 
Palestine #10 


Has a full notice of events. Veterans! 
Night and Roll Call on November 9th. Pre- 


sentation of T.S.Webb medals, also enter= 
tainment with professional talent. 


Milford #il 
"Norwood Night,” held November 22nd. A 


team from Temple #48 put on the Red Cross. 
In December, a team fran Bay State #38 will 
work the Order of Malta. Past Commanders? 
Night in January for the Order of the 
Temp lee 
Calvary #13 

Lists the "Calvary Crusaders,' 
Membership Canmittee. 

- Haverhill #14 
"No place to stop” is the subject of the 
Canmander's message. -This message could 
well be used by members of Membership Can=- 
mittees to sell Templary to Blue Lodge 
Brethrene 


' who are the 


Sutton #16 
Arranges to have your name etched on swards 


for $3075 : 
Bethany #17 

Held a "Bill" Redfern Night Novetber 28th, 
honoring their Captain of the Guard, who 
is retiring from office after serving 33 
yearse Catered dinner (Bethany version) 
Order of Malta, followed by snappy talks 
and interesting moviese 


Hugh de meyers #20 
"Commentary by your Camander,” is a de- 


tailed study of strength and weakness in 
Camandery life. It is a page full of 
real constructive informative matter for 
his members. Has had a great reaction a- 
mong Commandery officerse 

Berkshire #22 
Open meeting Nove Sth. Blue Lodge members 
invited. Dinner preceding reception to 
R.E.G.CeWilson and suite, followed by en- 
tertainment, Inspection and Review. Past 
Canmanders' Night JaneSOth. Malta in full 
form in the Spring by one of the New York 
constituent Commanderiese 
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Joseph Warren #26 | Presiding Councils Club will meet Tuesday, 
soseph Warren £26 


Plans to have the officers exemplify the 
Mark Master's Degree in the Chapter in full 
Templar uniform, 

Bristol #29 
Conmander's mesSage is most inspiring =a 
eroat appeal to his members to attend the 
conc lavese 

South Shore 51 

Names of the liérbe-sitp Committee are 
listed. 

Trinity #32 
A great tribute to the Sentinel and Armore 
or William Manson, who in addition to his 
numerous duties, is making everything 
"spio and span" in the Temples He cleaned 
all the glass in the lockers, and is now 
painting the entire Armory = a good exame 
ple to set to others, 


Natick #33 
A page full of Kni ly thoughts in the 


"C ommander' s Message," 

Gethsemane #85 
Christmas Party Decenbor 28th. A list of 
the members of the Membership Camittee 
is printed, 


Cyprus $39 
75th Anniversary November 19th. 


dinner, entertainment, reception 
GC. Wilson and Guests, 


St. Paul #40 
Blue Lodge and Chapter Fiche November 29; 


dinner, entertainment, Inspection and Ree 
view and Reception to ReEoG.C Wilson 
and suite, 


Catered 
to R.Ee 


Cambridge 442 
Past Commanders are assisting in the 
Order of the Temple on 5 candidates. 


Temple #48 
"Canmander's Column Says Bring the Ladies} 


an enjoyable evening, catered dinner, the 
cegular conclave night. 

St. Andrew #49 
‘snnual Feast of St. Andrew. The social 
‘ighlight of the year, All Masons invited, 
tinner, address, entertaiment,. 


Sir Galahaa #52 
fork Rite Night Wednesday, November 16th. 


Winthr op #53 
‘ir Knight Fred Cheeseman brought in 4 
oetitions » 


| December 6th, at 6430 P.M. for dimer in 

| the Hotel Puritan, Boston. R.E.G.C. 

Wilson, Jr., will tell his plans for the 

coming year. Council officers fran all 
over the jurisdiction are urged to attend. 


| The annual meeting of Aleppo Temple Shrine 
is scheduled for Friday, January 27th. i 


VISITORS IN OUR SSYLUM 
When you come to Cammandery,have you an 
eye for the visitors? They are always 
there. They do not always feel disposed 
to make themselves known, to seek you out 
and introduce themselves, Indeed, they 
are not expected to do that. It is the 
duty of Sir Knights to introduce themselves 
to the visitors. We want our C anmandery 
to be friendly and fraternal. It is a 
well-known fact that our Sir Knights are 
at heart friendly and that they lave gen= 
uine goodwill toward others. But we want 
everybody else to knw it. Regardless of 
the very best intentions, we sometimes 
| take it for granted that others know that 
we are friendly and fraternal. Let us 
take no chances on that, but let us each 
j make it his business to seek out the vis- 
| itors and express to them a cordial weleame 
| and an invitation to come again. Such 
| courtesies as these make a vast difference 


in the impression other people will have 
of our Order in general and our Comma ndery 
in particular. 

oe ee 
The cost of everything has gone up, but 
happiness, smiles and kind words are ag 
All that you need ig the 
the right attitude toward 
Remember you cannot rise 
thoughts. 
* ok ok 
Place to relieve the tense- 
ness of our daily grind than in the happy 
eee of our Cammanderiess All branches 


cheap as ever, 
right spirit - 
your fellowman. 
higher than your 


There's no finer 


of our Rite should use their utmost endeay- 

or to increase attendance and promote act- 

ivitye The peace of mina which canes from 

understanding association with members of 

he Order is the needed tonic of the day. 
tee et 

| No Cammandery shall @ppear in public me 

| less clothed in the uniform preseribed by 

| Grand Commandery except for Church ate 

tendance and funerals, 


| 
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Naturally, we are all greatly interested in | the following Camanderies have had a net 
building the Templar Order numerically, but |gain in membership of over 25% the past 


above all we are hoping for the day whsn five yearss 

there may be @ greater individual interest Reading #50 61.6% 
in the stated conclaves as well as all. other | _ Gethsemane $35 “s 61.1% 
Templar activities. Many of the Cemnuders).”  gytson ign ae 351% 
in their monthly notices appeal to the nen-= | Newouryport #3 : 33.6% 
bership for a greater attendance at their | Athol 437 7 26.9% 
stated Conclaves, which recalls a lithle in-/| Bethlehem #43 j 26 1% 


cident that made quite an impression-upon a 
certain Right Eminent Past Grand Commander | 
Which he cannot forget, and we quote; 

"A few years ago, I visited in my old 
chome town: over the weekend, and on Sunday 
morning I attended Sunday School in one 


eo OK 
‘The following Commanderies mve had a net 
jloss the past five yearss i 


Godfrey deBouillon #25 -13 9% 


of its churches. The Men's Bible Class ' Woonsocket 724 -13..1% 
“met in the Church proper under the balcony. St. Johns #1 ‘ -11.3% 
I noticed one of the men who sat next to i St. Bernard #12 8 5% 
one of the supporting pillars of the bal- = .+ Calvary #13. 8.3% 
cony, took hold of the: pillar and moved it | Joseph Warren #26 -6.7% 
back and forth, and immediately the thought | Cambridge #42 6.4% 
came to my mind that that particular pile -| .- Coeur de Lion #54. ~6.1% 
lar no longer supported the weight which ; . (Ste Paul #40 : 5.5% 
the architect had intended that it should | Jerusalem #19 == =5 3% 
suppert, and as a result the other pillars ;  . Washington #4 ~.”. 5.1% 
had to carry the extra weight and to a | Cyprus #39 =3..9% 
certain degree weakered the structure. Now | Pilgrim #9 ~3 06% 
in order that this particular: pillar could Holy Sepulchre #8 ~1.9% 
“again @ssume its proportionate support of | South Shore #31 ; -1.4% 
the balcony, wedges had to be applied be- Bristol #29 -.5% 
tween the fleor and base of pillar." Eee 


True to life, as we join the Church of : 
Christ and a Christian bedy such as the ! Results as between States 
Order of Knights Templar, each one of ws j RMU TE perce, omen mee 

‘ 


: : Total Net Gains - Losses 
becames an integral part of the organizas : 

tion and we ane sxiecten to hold ue acer- year Gain Mass. ‘ Rhode Island 
tain share of the organization and by ne- 1949 $173 ‘6207 =34 
glecting to take an active prt, not at= 11948 4198 $240 — ~50 
tending stated services or conclaves, we 1947 ~156 © 4195 3 -39 
became as the pillar in that church and we .'1946 4298 4328 -30 

no longer hold up our share of the respect= ./1945 $132 #200. 68 

ive orgdnizations and thereby. place an ade aan oe 

ditional responsibility on those who are 1) cae BAe Verio 

active and to a certain degree weaken the ‘I need courage, when thelbest things fail 
organization which is so much needed at ‘me; ca iment Bein, when s6rms assail me; 


present. let us examine our Templar builds |¢ommon sense, when things perplex me; a 
ing and see how many pillars are not assume (Sense of humor, when they vex me; hope, 
ing their proportionate share of the wonder- ‘when disappointment dampens me; wicar 
ful epportunity to make our Commanieries out+vision, when life cramps mé; kindress, 


standing and a spiritual support to the in- when Folks need it badly} readiness to 
dividual, the Cemmandery and the community help men gladly. And when effor’ seems 
in vain, OM TO BEGIN AGAIN. 


at largee = Can we drive a wedgo under the 
indifferent? A 
A o Masonry teaches that a man's lift is not 
Sheer up! If somebody ridicules you, he is | 7% ; : 4 
: ? 4 : his, own private and selfish possession to 
t to wh ‘ 
only trying to whittle you down to his size, be empleyed merely for himself, but that 
Noneuniformed knights may participate in {it also belongs to the Brotherhood aid to 
shurch ‘attendance anf fimerals o - + . jall menkinds . 
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De Molay 16 
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Pilgrin 18 
Palestine ' = 
Miiford H uy 


Calvary 
Haverhili. 
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Eminent Counanders : 


Our Right Eminent. Grand 
Commander has worked out an effective plan 
to build up owr MEMBERSHIP. -The appointmen 
of a MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE to include a 
Sir knight from each Chapter in your 
Commandery Jurisdiction, and a Sir Knight 
from each Blue Lodge and Council. 


Nave you appesnted your own 
iBMBERSHIP COMUITTER 


Obtain from your MEMPORSIIIP 
COMNI2TEE each month the Notices of the 
Counciis, Chapters and Bilue Lodges. 


; Request your MEMBERSIIP 
COMITTNE to get a list of candidates 
for the past three yearso-=see to it that 
your IEMBERSHIP COMUITTEE MEMBERS attend 
the neetings of these "Lower bodies" 
and be on the lookout continually for new 
prospects, : 


Courteously yours 9 


Frank H. iliison, P.G.c, 
Chairman 


